'Journal to Stella               LETTER vin

letter from the bishop of Clogher,12 who complains of my
not writing; and what vexes me, says he knows you have
long letters from me every week. Why do you tell him
so ? 'Tis not right, faith: but I won't be angry with MD
at distance, I writ to him last post, before I had his, and
will write again soon, since I see he expects it, and that
lord and lady Mountjoy13 put him off upon me to give
themselves ease. Lastly, I had this day a letter from a
certain naughty rogue called MD, and it was N. 5, which
I shall not answer to-night, I thank you. No, faith, I have
other fish to fry;14 but to-morrow or next day will be time
enough. I have put MD's commissions in a memorandum
paper. I think I have done all before, and remember
nothing but this to-day about glasses and spectacles and
spectacle cases. I have no commission from Stella, but the
chocolate and handkerchiefs; and those are bought, and I
expect they will be soon sent. I have been with, and sent
to, Mr. Sterne, two or three times to know, but he was
not within. Odds my life, what am I doing ? I must go
write and do business.
4. I dined to-day at Kensington, with Addison, Steele,
&c. came home, and writ a short letter15 to the archbishop
of Dublin, to let him know the queen has granted the
thing, &c. I writ in the Coffee-house, for I staid at
Kensington till nine, and am plaguy weary; for colonel
Proud16 was very ill company, and Pll never be of a party
12 No correspondence between St. George Ashe, Bishop of Clogher,
and Swift has been preserved.
*3 William Stewart, second Viscount Mountjoy (p. 3 n.14) married, in
1696, Anne, youngest daughter of Murrough Boyle, first Viscount Blessing-
ton, by his second wife, Anne, daughter of the second Earl of Mountrath.
After Lord Mountjoy's death she married John Farquharson. She died
in 1741. Clogher is in co. Tyrone, whence Mountjoy derived his Irish
title.                                              I4 Probably The Examiner again.
*s For this letter see Corresp. i. 212.
16 Forster (Life, p. 291) suggested Troud*, and there is every probability
that this is what Swift wrote, and that *Froud* was the same person as the
'colonel Freind' mentioned on 15 Sept. (p. 18 and n.30), and that, in both
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